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Move for Common Entrance Test for IITs, NITs Hailed  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/Move-for-Common-Entrance-Test-for-IITs-NITs-

Hailed/2015/10/13/article3077145.ece 

HYDERABAD:  The proposal of the Union ministry of human resource development (MHRD) for a single 

entrance test for admission to the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and National Institutes of Technology 

(NITs) has been welcomed by   educational experts in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.  

With a view to reducing the stress on students, a committee constituted by the MHRD has recently proposed 

that a single common entrance test be held for IITs and NITs. The committee has also recommended several 

other changes in the existing entrance examination process of IITs.  

Though MHRD is yet to decide on implementing the recommendations, the move received a positive response 

from academic experts. Ramakrishna Rao, a former IIT professor from Hyderabad, said, “High pressure on 

students to clear the IIT entrance exam will not allow them to focus on their academics. Their learning is 

severely affected due to this competition for securing better ranks in the entrance tests. Since IITs and NITs are 

the most preferred institutes, they must have a single entrance test.”  

There is also criticism of the selection process at IITs. Academicians and industry experts had said several times 

in the past that students of these prestigious institutes had been heavily tutored at the school level. The proposal 

of the MHRD committee to revise the entrance examination pattern intends to give equal opportunity to 

students of different backgrounds so that coaching will not be the deciding factor in clearing the test.  

Another recommendation by the committee to reduce the time taken for admission process has also been 

welcomed by academicians. Currently, there is a gap of almost three months between the mains exam and the 

deceleration of results. Raja Rao, a faculty member of a Hyderabad-based engineering college, said, “Those 

who get seats in local colleges or NITs are cancelling their admission after they secure seats in any of the IITs.” 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/Move-for-Common-Entrance-Test-for-IITs-NITs-Hailed/2015/10/13/article3077145.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/Move-for-Common-Entrance-Test-for-IITs-NITs-Hailed/2015/10/13/article3077145.ece


Page 5 of 5 

 

With Mandi and Ropar, how likely is to get an IIT in city? 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/With-Mandi-and-Ropar-how-likely-is-to-get-an-IIT-in-

city/articleshow/49318241.cms 

CHANDIGARH: With the UT administration pushing for a centrally-funded status for PEC University of Technology, 

experts are wondering if that is a feasible proposition. With already two Indian Institute of Technology (IITs) in the 

region - IIT Ropar and IIT Mandi - PEC insiders also believe that it is more likely to get a National Institute of Technology 

(NIT) status. 

 

"There is a less likelihood since IIT Mandi and IIT Ropar are already there. An IIT is yet to come up in Haryana, so 

Chandigarh is a distant possibility. It should not become NIT as there are too many of these institutes. An IIT or a central 

university would get better attention and autonomy," said former Haryana chief secretary and vice-president of IITK 

Alumni Association, Dharam Vir. 

 

He added that though PEC deserves to be an IIT, which has not materialised, the best option was to convert it into 

Central University of Science and Technology, which should follow the IIT pattern. "With a central university, the director 

will have greater freedom and autonomy. A university has a different footing and it will have a different name and brand 

of its own. Since it's an engineering institute, a science and technology university can fit in," said Vir, who is also the co-

chair for Pan IIT India. 

 

"First of all, PEC should become an autonomous body. It is right now managed by the Chandigarh administration. Then, 

it should concentrate on science and technology. It should also adopt the IIT pattern of curriculum and education with 

core programmes of science and technology and teacher-centric education," he said. 

 

"This should have been raised 7 years earlier when IIT Ropar and IIT Mandi were to be started in the region. With 

already two IITs in the region, granting one more IIT will definitely lead to dilution of IIT brand value on addition to 

burdening the exchequer," said Kunal Singh, an IIT-JEE trainer 

 

He added that while PEC was one of the oldest and prestigious campuses in the region along with compatible 

infrastructure, it does not mean it will get an IIT status. "We must not forget that PEC has 50% Chandigarh quota that 

helps Chandigarh students get a good college easily in comparison to outside students," he said. 

 

However, students and alumni still see the positive side of the proposal. "The icrease in number of IITs means increase 

of quality education providers in the country. This would also mean placements will improve as better companies would 

come to the campus," said Pranjal Rawat, a 2015 batch alumnus. 
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